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Abstract: The development of digital technology encourages schools to adjust their learning strategies, including enhancing students' digital literacy and reading interest. This study aims to analyze the implementation of digital literacy and its relation to students' reading interest in the context of the Merdeka Curriculum at SMA Bina Insan Palu. The research employed a qualitative approach with a case study design, collecting data through observation, interviews with teachers and students, and documentation of learning activities. The findings indicate that students' digital literacy levels fall into a fairly good category, yet they still require specific guidance in aspects such as source verification, proper citation, and understanding of digital ethics. Reading interest tends to increase when students are provided with interactive digital reading materials, Pancasila Student Profile (P5) projects, and authentic assessments in the form of reflections or short reviews. The main challenges faced include limited access to devices, fluctuating network quality, and a lack of curated reading materials suitable for students' proficiency levels. The discussion highlights that interventions such as tiered digital reading curation, daily reading routines, authentic assessments, and technical support (devices and internet connections) are practical strategies to improve both digital literacy and students' reading interest. The study concludes that the success of the Merdeka Curriculum implementation at SMA Bina Insan Palu is strongly determined by teachers' readiness, institutional support, and the provision of adequate digital infrastructure.
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Abstract: Perkembangan teknologi digital mendorong sekolah untuk menyesuaikan strategi pembelajaran, termasuk dalam meningkatkan literasi digital dan minat baca peserta didik. Penelitian ini bertujuan menganalisis implementasi literasi digital dan kaitannya dengan minat baca peserta didik dalam konteks Kurikulum Merdeka di SMA Bina Insan Palu. Metode penelitian menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan desain studi kasus pengumpulan data berupa observasi, wawancara guru dan peserta didik, serta dokumentasi kegiatan pembelajaran. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa tingkat literasi digital peserta didik berada pada kategori cukup baik, namun masih membutuhkan pendampingan khusus dalam aspek verifikasi sumber, sitasi yang benar, dan pemahaman etika digital. Minat baca cenderung meningkat ketika peserta didik difasilitasi dengan bacaan digital interaktif, proyek Profil Pelajar Pancasila (P5), dan asesmen autentik berupa refleksi atau resensi singkat. Hambatan utama yang dihadapi adalah keterbatasan perangkat, kualitas jaringan yang fluktuatif, dan kurangnya kurasi bacaan sesuai level kemampuan. Pembahasan memperlihatkan bahwa intervensi berupa kurasi bacaan digital bertingkat, rutinitas baca harian, asesmen autentik, serta dukungan teknis (perangkat dan jaringan) merupakan strategi praktis yang dapat meningkatkan literasi digital sekaligus minat baca peserta didik. Simpulan penelitian menegaskan bahwa keberhasilan implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka di SMA Bina Insan Palu sangat ditentukan oleh kesiapan guru, dukungan kelembagaan, serta penyediaan infrastruktur digital yang memadai.
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Introduction
The development of digital technology is changing the way students access, produce, and evaluate information. The ability to use digital technology at the secondary school level, whether searching for information on the internet, online platforms, or maintaining data security, is no longer an extra, but rather a skill that makes learning more meaningful and in line with the needs of the 21st century (Hasan et al., 2023). In line with this, the independence curriculum emphasizes student-centered learning, differentiation, and contextual projects that require digital literacy competencies while fostering a passion for reading so that students can learn throughout life (Arif et al., 2025). This policy is relevant nationally, but empirical evidence at the classroom level, especially regarding how digital literacy correlates with reading interest in Indonesian schools, is still limited and requires in-depth research (Morgan, 2023).

Research findings on the relationship between reading media and digital comprehension show variation. Several reviews and analyses suggest that differences between digital and print reading tend to be small or even insignificant, depending on the text type and the age of the students. Therefore, task design and teacher support are key factors influencing engagement and learning outcomes.(Li, Y., & Yan, 2024)This shows that the media is not the crucial factor, but rather how digital literacy is designed to foster students' interest in reading through effective strategies that are relevant to the school's culture.
Improving digital literacy and reading interest among students is essential. This aligns with Nadiem Makarim's implementation of the Merdeka curriculum. The Merdeka Curriculum is a learning model that emphasizes a talent- and interest-based approach. Within this curriculum, students are allowed to choose subjects according to their interests (Ghina Tsuraya, F., Azzahra, N., Azahra, S., & Puan Maharani, 2022).

The Independent Curriculum aims to provide meaningful and effective learning to enhance faith, devotion to God Almighty, and noble character, while simultaneously developing students' creativity, feeling, and will to become lifelong learners with Pancasila character (Afif & Etikoh, 2023). Digital literacy and reading interest are two important, complementary aspects in realizing the profile of Pancasila students who are adaptive to global change. Several recent studies support this view. According to Wiguna and Sudarti, digital literacy encourages the development of independence, creativity, and critical thinking in students, in line with the dimensions of the Pancasila student profile.(Wayan Dede Putra Wiguna, I., & Wayan Sudarti, 2024). Research conducted by Slamet emphasized that the implementation of the Independent Curriculum provides ample space for strengthening digital literacy as well as character building of students in accordance with Pancasila values (Ummie Masrurah, F. P. R., 2024). There are also research results by Nissa Aulia Belistiana Utama, Rahmatika Dewi, and Tetsuya Kusakabe, which highlight the independent curriculum, which is still dominated by theoretical discourse compared to evidence of implementation in the classroom, thus indicating that there is still a research gap that needs to be bridged through empirical studies in a narrower scope (Utami, N. A. B., Dewi, R., & Kusakabe, 2025). Thus, digital literacy and reading interest complement each other in supporting the Independent Curriculum, as both can create meaningful learning while shaping the profile of Pancasila students. Thus, both are key to preparing students to adapt to the challenges of the 21st century.
In implementing the Merdeka Curriculum, several parties play an active role in strengthening digital literacy and student reading interest (Azizah et al., 2025). Among them, teachers serve as the primary facilitators, guiding students in the wise use of digital technology and fostering reading habits through innovative learning strategies. Schools also play a role in providing infrastructure such as digital libraries, internet access, e-learning platforms, and regular literacy activities that support students' reading interests. Oversight from parents and the government, which designs the Merdeka Curriculum policy, the Merdeka Teaching platform, and the national literacy strengthening program, is essential (Aysah, F., & Maknun, 2023). Therefore, the success of strengthening digital literacy and reading interest in the Independent Curriculum depends on collaboration between teachers, schools, parents, and the government. This synergy ensures meaningful learning while shaping the profile of Pancasila students who are adaptive to changing times.
Bina Insan Palu Integrated Islamic School is an educational institution focused on developing technology, language, and understanding the Quran. The school has made several efforts to integrate digital devices, such as the use of projectors, laptops, and online learning applications. However, some of these efforts have not been optimally utilized, resulting in suboptimal digital literacy for students. Furthermore, developing a reading culture among students remains a challenge. Although the school has a library and regular literacy activities, students interest in reading is relatively low due to a lack of student involvement in independent reading activities outside of school assignments. This situation demonstrates the need for more in-depth research to understand how these two aspects can be effectively integrated in the implementation of the Independent Curriculum. This study seeks to provide a specific empirical overview of the challenges and opportunities for developing digital literacy and reading interest within the Independent Curriculum framework at Bina Insan Palu Integrated Islamic School.

This research has several novelties. First, it presents a new perspective by highlighting the integration of digital literacy and reading interest simultaneously, rather than as two separate aspects. Second, the research's focus on SMA Bina Insan Palu, an integrated Islamic school, provides a local contribution while enriching the literature. Third, this research directly links digital literacy and reading interest to the implementation of the Independent Curriculum and its relevance to the formation of the Pancasila Student Profile. Thus, this research provides not only theoretical value but also practical benefits for teachers, schools, and education policymakers.

Thus, this research is expected to address the gap between the Independent Curriculum policy and the reality on the ground, particularly regarding digital literacy and student reading interest at SMA Bina Insan Palu. Furthermore, the results are expected to provide strategic recommendations for schools, teachers, and policymakers in optimizing digital literacy and reading interest to support the realization of a Pancasila student profile that is adaptive to global developments.
Methods

This research uses a qualitative approach with a case study design. Qualitative research is a research method used to examine an object in its natural state. In this method, the researcher acts as the key instrument, and sampling is conducted purposively and using snowball sampling (Noor, 2012). In qualitative research, a case study is defined as a research method that focuses on a specific case in an intensive and detailed manner. The target of a case study can be a person, location, setting, event, or document (Siswanto et al., 2024). Thus, qualitative research is a research approach that is based on field observation by observing and interpreting a data variable and then connecting it with other data variables. Therefore, the researcher considers this method to be the appropriate method because this research was conducted naturally by understanding the existing phenomena at SMA Bina Insan Palu regarding digital literacy and student reading interest, and its implications for the independent curriculum. Therefore, the researcher considers the qualitative case study research method appropriate for this research.

This study focuses on the implementation of digital literacy and the reading interest of students at SMA Bina Insan Palu. The research subjects included students in grades X and XI, teachers, principals, librarians, and parents selected through purposive sampling techniques. Purposive sampling techniques are sampling techniques through data sources with certain considerations. According to Sue Greener, purposive sampling techniques are methods in a study that use our opinions to select samples, usually used with very small samples and populations in qualitative research, especially in research that uses the case study method (Siswanto et al., 2024). The primary research instrument is the researcher themselves, acting as the human instrument, supported by observation, interview, and documentation guidelines. Observation is a research method used to collect data by observing the object or subject being studied (Yusuf Tojiri, Hari Setia Putra, 2023). Observations were conducted to observe students' use of digital technology and reading habits. Interviews, on the other hand, are a systematic, directed, and purposeful question-and-answer process based on research objectives (Sulaiman dan Ridwan, 2025). Interviews were conducted to gather the views of teachers and related parties. Documentation is a source of data used to supplement research, including written data, images or photographs, films, and anything else that provides information in the research process (Gunawan, 2013). Therefore, in this study, the researcher used documentation as a process to complete field data.

Data collection was conducted through observation, in-depth interviews, and documentation, which was then analyzed through data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions. Data validity was maintained using source and method triangulation techniques, as well as member checks with informants. Source triangulation is the use of multiple data sources, such as key informants from different backgrounds or observations from various situations (Detri Karya, Sri Yani Kusumastuti, Eka Rahmat Kabul, Joni Mantong, 2024). Through this method, the research is expected to provide a comprehensive picture of how digital literacy and student reading interest support the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum at SMA Bina Insan Palu.

Results And Discussion
Result

SMA Bina Insan Palu is one of the Islamic-based private schools that focuses on the development of technology, language, and understanding of the Qur'an, and also has a vision of realizing a religious, comfortable, and high-achieving school. The Mission of SMA Bina Insan is to instill Islamic habits towards noble morals, form a Rabbani generation, provide the best lessons to all civitas, create a pleasant and conducive learning atmosphere, realize adequate facilities and infrastructure, realize a culture of discipline, clean and brave to be responsible, produce a generation that excels both in academics and non-academically, develop the interests and talents of students through extracurricular activities, realize the commitment and competence of educators and education staff, and be able to win in various competencies.

SMA Bina Insan has institutionally implemented the Merdeka curriculum with the Active Deep Learner eXperience (ADLX) approach. School facilities support the learning process and the implementation of deep learning, with conducive classrooms and tablets available for each student to study, along with several dedicated applications for each subject. There are also teacher and parent control applications. A special character-building program is also available every week for two hours. In addition to adequate facilities and activities designed to strengthen student character, educators and teachers are also encouraged to be open to innovation, enabling them to adapt to new learning environments.
Education is crucial for preparing students for the future and the demands of the modern era. Digital literacy in the modern era and students' reading interests significantly influence educational development in schools. Collaboration between teachers, school staff, and parents is essential in fostering understanding of digital literacy and students' reading interests.
Observations conducted by researchers at SMA Bina Insan Palu confirmed that the institution faces challenges in education, particularly regarding digital literacy and reading interest among students. The research found that students' digital literacy at SMA Bina Insan Palu was in the moderate category, quite good, and reading interest ranges from fair to good. A relatively strong indicator of digital literacy is the ability to search for and access reading resources through mobile phones and learning platforms such as Google Classroom, e-books, digital libraries, educational websites, and other digital reading apps. Meanwhile, a weak indicator includes source verification, where students are not yet accustomed to checking whether the information or reading material they obtain comes from reliable sources.
Another indicator is the situation where students are not yet able to distinguish between correct information and reading sources, and do not yet understand how to include readings according to writing rules when citing information, as well as digital ethics, especially regarding copyright, by not copying other people's work without permission or without citing the source.

Based on the research results, it was found that digital literacy and reading interest increased when the material was presented in a digital-interactive format, such as a book with search features, multimedia links, or quick quizzes, compared to static printed text, such as text presented in physical, handheld formats like newspapers, magazines, and brochures. This is based on an interview with a teacher at Bina Insan High School in Palu. He said, "Students nowadays are more interested in reading through applications or e-books. Sometimes when a lesson starts, they are very enthusiastic if there will be a quiz in the lesson, of course, a digital-based quiz, sometimes through an application."Based on the interview, it shows that digital literacy and reading interest of students at SMA Bina Insan Palu have increased through digital-based reading activities.
Based on observations and interview results with a student at Bina Insan Palu High School, he said that "We usually read more through applications or e-books, because they are easier to carry anywhere, and there are more reading materials, so it is lighter to carry anywhere.". Based on the interview, the reason why students' literacy or interest in reading is increased through digital-based reading is that it is easy and light to carry anywhere. In addition, through applications or digital-based reading, students can store many book titles so that students can easily access reading according to their wishes and needs. The following is a summary table of the results of the digital literacy research and student reading interest at SMA Bina Insan Palu.
Table 1. Summary of Key Findings on Digital Literacy, Reading Interest, and Learning Needs
	Aspect
	Key Findings

	Digital Literacy Level
	Quite good, but needs further guidance in selecting valid information and using technology productively.

	Reading Interest Level
	Quite good, improving with digital media.

	Teacher Needs
	Optimization of digital literacy training integrated into the independence curriculum.

	Student Needs
	Digital reading materials such as e-books, educational websites, and digital reading applications.

	Infrastructure Needs
	Network and digital resource improvements.


Based on observations and research conducted, the main obstacles to digital literacy and students' interest in reading at SMA Bina Insan Palu are fluctuating network quality and the lack of curated reading materials that are appropriate to the students' ability levels, resulting in the reading materials being ineffective in fostering students' interest in reading. 
The findings of this study necessitate understanding and analyzing the need for teacher capacity building. This need includes practical assistance in designing digital literacy-based assignments and authentic assessment of digital reading materials. This includes a source credibility rubric to determine the extent to which students understand the information accessed and a literature summary rubric, a guide used to evaluate the quality and completeness of literature reviews of scientific readings. Furthermore, other teacher needs include digital literacy training integrated into the curriculum used at SMA Bina Insan Palu, namely the Merdeka Curriculum.

Apart from that, another obstacle is that infrastructure is also something that needs to be improved, namely by procuring devices for loan and subscribing to reading databases. e-journals relevant to the learning needs of students, and collections of books organized across subjects. In addition, to foster digital literacy or students' interest in reading, a digital reading culture is needed, namely a 15–20 minute daily digital reading program, reading challenges (thematic reading challenges), and digital review groups between classes. The aim is to train students and make them more accustomed to reading. This is based on the results of the researcher's interview with a teacher at SMA Bina Insan Palu, who said that "If you want to grow your interest in reading, what you need to do is build a habit of reading regularly, reading 15-20 times a day, that's a good step. National policy evidence also shows that educational units that consistently implement the Independent Curriculum tend to experience better literacy outcomes.
Discussion
The Relationship Between Digital Literacy And Reading Interest

Digital literacy is the ability to understand, use, and evaluate information available in digital form critically and ethically, as well as the ability to communicate and collaborate using digital technology.(Bowen et al., 2013). Reading interest is a person's desire, pleasure, and motivation to read various types of reading materials consistently.(M. Irwan P Ratu Bangsawan, 2024). While digital literacy and reading interest are interconnected, social media literacy is an effective tool for promoting reading interest. In this digital era, social media has become a primary platform for sharing and discovering information. Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn allow users to share articles, book reviews, and reading recommendations. Considering the widespread interest in the internet and the rapid development of digital technology, we can see the benefits we can gain from digital literacy, namely, helping people easily access educational information anywhere (Kadek Yduana, Diva Andita, 2024).

Adequate digital literacy encourages students' interest in reading at SMA Bina Insan Palu through two mechanisms: ease of access, where students can easily find materials, keyword search features, and format attractiveness, where digital reading materials become more interesting because they are not just plain text but also have hyperlinks or links that directly direct readers to other sources, such as learning videos. This is in line with research conducted by Syamsinar Syam entitled "Digital Literacy: Its Influence on High School Students' Interest in Reading." The results of the study indicate a positive influence of digital literacy on students' interest in reading. The implementation of a digital literacy improvement program that includes the ability to search, assess, and manage sources has great potential to increase reading interest and is accompanied by appropriate material curation and motivating assessments, such as short reviews, reflections, and directed discussions (Syam, S., Erniati, E., Jumriati, J., & Syukriady, 2024).

Other research conducted by Muhammad Chanif Tamimi Raditya Wandana shows that there are limitations, including unequal access, device/data gaps, the potential to create a digital divide in the classroom, the habit of skimming on the screen can reduce the depth of understanding if not balanced with critical reading strategies, and high levels of non-academic content divert reading time (Wandana, M. C. T. R., Muniroh, S., & Karmina, 2024). Thus, enhancing digital literacy, coupled with curated relevant reading materials and motivating assessments, is believed to be an effective strategy for fostering students' interest in reading and strengthening the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in schools.

The Role Of Teachers In Designing Learning, Authentic Assessment, And Digital Ethics.

Research at Bina Insan High School in Palu shows that the implementation of the Independent Curriculum has had a positive impact on student literacy outcomes, particularly when teachers are able to implement differentiated learning. Recent studies and policies confirming the correlation between consistent implementation of the Independent Curriculum and improved literacy outcomes have proven relevant at this school. Teachers play a role not only as instructors but also as curators of digital reading materials appropriate to students' levels, designers of assignments that encourage meaningful learning outcomes, and advocates for digital literacy ethics (Aditomo, 2024). The character of a teacher in the digital era is not only as a facilitator, but also plays a role in motivating and inspiring students (Andi Sadriani, M. Ridwan Said, 2023). The effective use of technology in education can help improve the quality of learning and give teachers more flexibility to adapt teaching methods to the individual needs of students (Anwar, M., & Ghasemi, 2020).


Teacher training in digital literacy, including device integration, evaluation strategies, and digital classroom management, impacts the quality of Merdeka Belajar implementation and, in turn, reading interest (Hasan & Aziz, 2023). At the elementary and secondary levels, institutional support and collaboration between teachers are also prerequisites. This aligns with Oniwati's research, which prioritizes teacher mentoring as a necessity. urgent (Oniwati, 2025). This research aligns with the situation at Bina Insan High School in Palu, where teachers expressed the need for more intensive training to strengthen their digital classroom management skills. The results showed that the lack of curated digital reading materials tailored to students' abilities and the limited use of interactive features were key challenges. Therefore, a teacher capacity building program in digital literacy is seen as an urgent step that can improve the quality of the Independent Curriculum implementation while increasing student interest in reading. The Independent Curriculum provides educators with the freedom to innovate in learning, encouraging the use of technology as a tool to achieve more flexible learning objectives tailored to student needs (Putri Hana Pebriana, Ani Rosida, 2025).

Strategies For Infrastructure And Access Barriers

Research at Bina Insan High School in Palu revealed that the main challenges to digital literacy are limited access to devices and unstable networks. This aligns with a study by San Mikael Sinambela, which described a gap in digital access between schools, particularly in remote areas, which limits teachers' and students' ability to utilize technology for education (San Mikael Sinambela, Joy Novi Yanti Lumbantobing, Mima Defliyanti Saragih, Al Firman Mangunsong, Chairun Nisa, Johan Pardamean Simanjuntak, 2024)This situation makes it clear that technical barriers are not just a local problem, but part of the systemic issues facing digital education in Indonesia.

In response to these obstacles, SMA Bina Insan Palu implemented several concrete strategies, such as the use of a locally-based digital library. The school created a simple server containing a collection of e-books for lessons, reading materials, and popular articles that can be accessed via Wi-Fi and an internet quota. This strategy helps digital literacy become more evenly distributed and aligns with research findings in the Journal of Education Research, which showed that the use of digital libraries has a significant effect on increasing students' reading interest and literacy skills. This is proven by statistically significant data (p < 0.05) between the intensity of digital library access and literacy development (Pemanfaatan Perpustakaan, P., Wulan Sari, E., Mariana, N., Anugerah Izzati, U., Hariyati, N., & Roesminingsih, 2024).

Central government policies encouraging the longer-term implementation of the Independent Curriculum have been shown to provide sustainable literacy improvements by creating a multiplier effect (Hakim et al., 2025). Research recommends that Bina Insan High School improve the quality of learning, particularly in terms of digital literacy and reading interest, emphasizing the importance of strengthening networks, providing loanable devices, and building collaborations with digital libraries or open e-journals (Kholik et al., 2024). This step is not only a short-term solution to limited access but also a long-term investment in fostering a stronger digital literacy culture within the school.

Practical Intervention Strategies at Bina Insan Palu High School, Compiled from Research Findings. This research provides a contribution

Based on research conducted at Bina Insan High School in Palu and a recent literature review, three components are expected to be strategies for strengthening digital literacy and increasing students' interest in reading. First, rDaily Digital Reading: Students engage in silent sustained digital reading for 15–20 minutes each day, followed by a one-pager reflection. Studies of digital interventions show that online reading contests lasting for approximately 100 days can form lasting reading habits, even after the incentives are discontinued (Agrawal, K., Athey, S., Kanodia, A., & Palikot, 2024). Second, AssessmentAuthentic and Digital Ethics uses mini-rubrics to cite sources, assess credibility, and reflect on reading. Implementing this type of authentic assessment in learning, particularly e-learning, has been shown to support digital literacy and critical student engagement (Bagus, I., & Arjaya, 2022). Third, the Access and Technical Support Scheme includes Wi-Fi hotspots in classrooms, a "download day" mechanism for downloading reading packages with limited online access, and digital literacy clinic hours. These interventions are consistent with the multi-layered support approach implemented in the Independent Curriculum, which has been shown to improve students' digital literacy through synergy of training, collaboration, and the provision of devices, as research by Neneng Widya Sopa Marwa shows (Marwa, N. W. S., Pitria, P. R., & Madani, 2024).

Conclusion

Thus, it can be concluded that improving digital literacy and reading interest at SMA Bina Insan Palu will be more optimal if supported by the active role of teachers in curating reading materials, designing authentic assessments, and guiding digital ethics, while also providing access to technology and materials appropriate to students' abilities. Scientific considerations from the results of this study indicate that digital literacy is not only related to technical skills in using devices, but also to critical skills in verifying information, understanding citations, and maintaining digital ethics. These findings align with previous research that emphasizes that teachers play a key role in establishing a healthy digital literacy ecosystem in schools. Implementation of this research can be done through teacher capacity building programs, the integration of curated digital libraries, and the provision of more equitable technology infrastructure. Going forward, the development of digital literacy and reading interest can be directed towards collaboration between schools, parents, and the government in providing continuous access and support. Further research is recommended to explore the effectiveness of practical intervention models, such as daily digital reading habits or project-based assessments, so that more contextual and sustainable strategies can be found to support the implementation of the Independent Curriculum.
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